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PREFABRICATED HOUSES
. Some European countries and the United States have made the
most progress in prefabrication of houses. Emergency housing
necessitated by the world wars and the reconstruction periods
brought about tremendous developments in this field.
The purpose of applying mass-production methods to making
houses is to save time, material, and labor, thereby reducing the
price of houses. In a machine age it is not economical to continue
making small houses by hand. Assembly-line methods are as good
for small houses as for bombers. When prefabricated houses be-
come generally available to that portion of the United States pop-
ulation which has an annual income of $2,000 or less they will fill
a vital need. Some prefabricated houses known as shells are now
available; the buyer finishes the interior construction of his house
thereby reducing its cost.
Different manufacturers offer various degrees and kinds of pre-
fabrication of houses. The catalog of one firm describes a mov-
able $5,000 one-piece house that is like a three-room apartment
with a gas range, ice refrigerator, heater, and hot-water heater,
all ready to connect with plumbing and utilities. Certain pre-
fabricated houses are made in three-dimensional sections that are
brought in trucks to the site.
Some prefabricators offer a packaged house made up of separate
standardized panels for walls and for floors which are fastened
together when the house is erected. Such panel construction pro-
motes flexibility, because the dimensions of rooms and the location
and the number of doors and windows can be made to suit the
owner. Rooms can be easily added to suit changing family needs.
The best prefabricated houses are entirely complete; they are fire-
proof, termite-proof, soundproof, and air conditioned. See pages
118 and 171.
Well-designed costly prefabricated houses in contemporary and
traditional styles are obtainable. Plastic or aluminum houses made
in one piece may be the best solution to the great need for ready
made houses. Certain gifted American architects are devoting
their time to prefabrication, and some famous institutions of learn-
ing promote extensive research in it.

